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nearly $7,000 worth of loans and about
$25,000 in total by the time they earn
their degrees. That is a smart invest-
ment, but it is also a lot of money. We
owe them certainty and stability and
permanent reform along the lines Re-
publicans and President Obama have
called for, and those two proposals, as
I said, are not that far apart and actu-
ally accomplish that result. It is time
for the Democrats in Washington to
put the campaigning aside and work
with us to enact that kind of reform.

————

UPHOLDING A COMMITMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have said repeatedly—and I will say
again today—the Senate needs to know
whether the majority leader intends to
uphold a commitment he has now twice
made, and this commitment was that
he would not break the rules of the
Senate to change the rules.

Specifically, both at the beginning of
the last Congress and at the beginning
of this Congress, he committed to the
Senate and to the American people
that he would not use what is referred
to as the ‘‘nuclear option.” These were
very clear commitments. They were
not contingent commitments or com-
mitments made with caveats. They
were not contingent commitments or
commitments made with caveats.

Here we have the exact words of the
majority leader on this chart. At the
beginning of the previous Congress, on
January 27, 2011, the majority leader
said:

I agree that the proper way to change Sen-
ate rules is through the procedures estab-
lished in those rules, and I will oppose any
effort in this Congress or the next—
and listen to this, I say to the Pre-
siding Officer and my colleagues—
or the next—

or the next, meaning the Congress we
are in now—

to change the Senate’s rules other than
through the regular order.

No contingencies, no caveats, no say-
ing unless I decide I don’t like certain
behavior.

In this Congress there was an ex-
change between myself and the major-
ity leader. Here is what I said on Janu-
ary 24 of 2013, this year:

Finally, I would confirm with the majority
leader that the Senate would not consider
other resolutions relating to any standing
order or rules this Congress unless they went
through the regular order process?

At the beginning of this session, we
passed a couple of rules changes, a cou-
ple of standing orders. We made some
changes and we made those changes in
return for the majority leader’s com-
mitment, which follows. The majority
leader said:

That is correct. Any other resolutions re-
lated to Senate procedure would be subject
to a regular order process including consider-
ation by the Rules Committee.

In other words, an unequivocal, non-
contingent commitment, so that every-
one knew the rules of the Senate for

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

the entire Congress. There was no sort
of hanging a sword of Damocles over
our heads and saying, if Members don’t
behave as I wish, I will break my word.
Now the suggestion apparently is,
Members have to behave in a certain
way to satisfy me or my word doesn’t
mean anything.

This is a serious matter. We are only
one-half of 1 year through a 2-year Con-
gress, and the Senate and the Amer-
ican people deserve to know whether
the word of the majority leader will be
kept.

———

SIXTY-NINTH ANNIVERSARY OF D-
DAY AND THE HONOR FLIGHT
PROGRAM

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President,
today is the 69th anniversary of the D-
day invasion. On June 6, 1944, 160,000 al-
lied troops landed along a b50-mile
stretch of heavily fortified French
coastline in a surprise attack against
the forces of Nazi Germany. The cost
was exceedingly high—more than 9,000
allied soldiers were killed or wounded
that day—but the Normandy invasion
was the beginning of a successful con-
clusion of the war.

I am also honored to recognize the
distinguished group of World War II
veterans from my home State of Ken-
tucky who have made the trip to our
Nation’s Capital today—appropriately
enough on D-day—to visit the National
World War II Memorial on the Mall.
This memorial celebrates their service,
as well as the service of the brave war-
riors who landed on Normandy Beach,
and every man and woman in uniform
who fought to defend freedom in World
War II.

This group includes 26 veterans who
were able to make the trip to see their
memorial thanks to the Honor Flight
Program. The Bluegrass Chapter of
Honor Flight has brought over 1,000
veterans, most of them from Kentucky,
to Washington, DC for this purpose.
This program provides transportation,
lodging, and food for the veterans.
Without Honor Flight many of these
veterans would never be able to visit
the Capitol or see the World War II Me-
morial.

As have many of my colleagues, I
have been privileged to visit with
groups of Honor Flight veterans on sev-
eral occasions before, and I am pleased
to report that I will be meeting with
today’s group at the Memorial as well.
My father served in World War II. He
got there after D-day and after the
Battle of the Bulge. He was there from
March of 1945 through the end of war
when we were pushing the Germans
back into their own country. I wish he
had lived long enough to have had an
opportunity to visit the World War II
Memorial. I know it would have meant
a lot to him, as it does to today’s sur-
viving veterans.

As World War II recedes further into
the past, sadly, we are losing more of
these living legends. We have just had
to say goodbye to our friend Senator
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Frank Lautenberg, the last World War
II veteran to serve in this body. The
passage of time makes it all the more
important to thank these heroes for
their service before it is too late.
Today is a perfect occasion to do just
that, and I look forward to meeting
this group of courageous Kentucky vet-
erans from towns such as Owensboro,
Hartford, Louisville, Covington,
Berksville, Lexington, Springfield,
Mount Washington, and Taylorsville.
Mr. President, I yield the floor.

————
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

————

AGRICULTURE REFORM, FOOD,
AND JOBS ACT OF 2013

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of S.
954 which the clerk will report.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A bill (S. 954) to reauthorize agriculture
programs through 2018.

Pending:

Stabenow (for Leahy) amendment No. 998,
to establish a pilot program for gigabit
Internet projects in rural areas.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
time until 10 a.m. will be equally di-
vided and controlled between the two
leaders or their designees.

The Senator from Massachusetts.

STUDENT LOANS

Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, there
are only 3 weeks left until interest
rates on new subsidized student loans
will double. If we fail to act, the cost of
college will increase for millions of
students. There are strong proposals on
the table that would keep interest
rates low while Congress has time to
work out a permanent solution. Yet
Congress fails to act. Why? Two issues:
Money and values.

First, money. Some have argued we can’t
afford to keep interest rates low, but let’s be
clear. Right now, the Federal Government is
making a profit from our students. Last
month the Congressional Budget Office cal-
culated the government will make $51 billion
this year off student loans. Think about
that: $61 billion—and that is $16 billion high-
er than the earlier estimate. We have the
money to cut interest rates if we are willing
to reduce the profits we make from our stu-
dents.

Unfortunately, Republicans see it dif-
ferently. Two weeks ago House Repub-
licans passed a plan that would produce
higher profits off the backs of our col-
lege students. And here in the Senate,
Senator COBURN has introduced a simi-
lar bill that makes student loans more
profitable—all at the expense of our
college students. This is wrong. We
should reject Republican plans to make
more profits off our students.

Senator COBURN talks about how his
plan is similar to the low-interest rate
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